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M e d i c a i d  b e c a u s e  of t o b a c c o - r e l a t e d  d i s e a s e s  a nd t hat tells me 
that, no, the smokers are n o t  p a y i n g  th e i r  f air share, and
statistics will b a c k  that up. Y o u  cannot d e n y  t h o s e  figures.
No w  we can h e a r  and we h a v e  h e a r d  also f r o m  cert a i n l y  the 
t o b a c c o  lobby t h a t  if you do this, eve r y o n e  is g o i n g  to go 
ac ros s the b o r d e r s  to b uy t h e i r  c i g a r e t t e s . T h e y  are going to 
bu y  t hem over the Internet and, again, t h a t  just hasn't 
happened. Internet sales, a f t e r  a 5 0 -cent ta x  per pack of 
ci g a rettes w e r e  incr e a s e d  in Cal ifornia, D e p a r t m e n t  of Heal t h  
Se rvices study, rel e a s e d  D e c e m b e r  2 6th  of 2001, f o u n d  that tax 
ev asions t h r o u g h  other sales outlets w e r e  minimal, minimal. 
Overall, 5.4 p e r c e n t  of N e b r a s k a 1 s ... of C a l i f o r n i a  smokers 
a v o i d e d  the n e w  excise t a x  b y  p u r c h a s i n g  ci g a r e t t e s  vi a  methods 
no t  c o vered b y  the tax: Internet sales, 4 percent; mil i t a r y
commissaries, 1.9 percent; Indian reservations, 3 percent; out 
of state, 3 percent. And, of course, v e r y  few teens even
a t t e m p t e d  to p u r c h a s e  cigarettes. Remember, w e  w a n t  to target
th e  teens; te ens 11-, 12-, 1 3 - y e a r s - o l d  d o  n o t  h a v e  licenses to 
d r i v e  to a nywhere to p u r c h a s e  cigarettes. So it just tells me 
t h a t  w e  can tar g e t  w h o ...t he i n d i v i d u a l s  that we w a n t  to target 
m o r e  t h a n  anyone else, an d  t h a t  is th e  youth. T his is a heal t h  
problem. S e n a t o r  Landis s t a t e d  v e r y  well t h a t  if we raise 
c iga r e t t e  taxes, it should b e  b e c a u s e  of h e a l t h  reasons. This 
is a h e a l t h  reason. I can t h i n k  of no b e t t e r  w a y  to h elp the 
y o u t h  of Nebraska, to h e l p  th ose i n d ividuals wh o  are already 
smoking; and b y  the $7 m i l l i o n  g o i n g  into t hat control and 
p r e v e n t i o n  program, w e ' r e  going t o  b e  h e l p i n g  th o s e  individuals, 
wh o  h a v e  s m o k i n g  addiction, to r e l i e v e  that a d d i c t i o n  t h r o u g h  a 
s m o k i n g  c e s s a t i o n  program. It ca n  b e  done. F i f t y - c e n t  ta x  on 
c i g a rettes isn't too much. T h e r e  wa s  a poll t h a t  was taken 
b e t w e e n  the 18th and 22nd of J a n u a r y  of this year, a scientific 
poll; 6 8  p e r c e n t  of N e b r a s k a n s  s u p port a 5 0 - c e n t  ta x  on 
cigarettes with the dollars g o i n g  to h e a l t h - r e l a t e d  problems. 
We h ave peop l e  w ith p u l m o n a r y  problems, h e a r t  problems, even 
t h o s e  w i t h  di a b e t e s  an d  those w i t h  b o n e  problems, all that can 
be h e l p e d  b y  e l i minating c i g a r e t t e s . I th i n k  it only behooves 
us, at this p o i n t  in time, a 2 0 - cent tax, a 2 0 -cent ta x  is not 
going to h a v e  the effect in r e d u c t i o n  of s m o k i n g  t hat we want. 
A 5 0 - cent t a x  would. It wil l m a k e  th e  difference. It w ill make 
a di f f e r e n c e  in th e  h e a l t h  of N e b r a s k a n s  an d  I th i n k  that we can 
do that. Now, again, y o u  m i g h t  h e a r  f rom some of th e  tobacco


